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RE: Rep. Ellen Tauscher (D) IO th  District 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

In November 1998, our office was alerted by various citizens and by Rep. Tauscher's 
staff about a possibly fraudulent mailer sent to democratic voters in her district. Based 
upon a preliminary review of the allegations, our office opened an investigation into a 
possible state Election code violation. Recently, a more thorough review by our Chief 
Counsel revealed that the code allegedly violated (state Government Code 84305) only 
applied to state contests. 

'E! !,s .."_ 
2- .- . -- 

::;a 
::: 
j-5 
-.ab 

---- 
.- .- ir. -3- : 

I L! 

Since the mailer was targeted at the outcome of a Federal Congressional race, your 
office may be the agency of jurisdiction. Please find enclosed all documents in our 
possession that pertain to this complaint. If your office is not the correct agency to 
investigate this complaint, please fonrvard this material to the appropriate federal 
agency. Thank you for your assistance. If you have questions, I can be reached at 
(21 3) 897-6084. 
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Election Fraud Unit 
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. "Ensuring the integriry of Cahfoorm'aa." election process." 
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Date: 11/2/98 Time: 7:06:16 PM raya 3 VI * .. . 
' . From:>ames L Miller Jr. To: Sec of State Fraud Div ._ a ' '  

. . .  . .  . '  
EAST BAY DEMOCRATI~ COMMITTEE 

."Represe n 

IMPORTANT MESSAGE! 

November l", 1998 

Dear fellow Democrat, 

Election day is drawing near and it 

ting all Democrats 
1960 John E Kennl 

Antioch, CA 94 

. .  

is crucial that we support 

... 

the 'Democratic team. 
party and big business will stop at nothing to derail our positive agenda for working families. 

-* --- - - - - - . - . .  . - -  - .  . 
Each year we provide you with the slate of our Democratic team we are supporting. This year we 
have done the same for all major candidates in the East Bay who have been supportive of our President, 
Bill Clinton, and the goal of our party including 100,000 new teachers, a Patients Bill of Rights and 
protection of Social Security. 

However, as loyal Democrats, w e  find it very troubling that Rep. Ellen Tauscher abandoned President 
Clinton and the Party when she voted with the Republicans to launch an Impeachment Inquiry in the 
personal life of a truly great President who has accomplished so much for the Democratic Party and 
working families. 

It is with great regret that we will not be supporting the re-election of Rep. Ellen Tauscher because of 
her votes against the President and against our Party. Her voting with the Republicans on issues such as 
the impeachment inquiry, stealing from Social Security for tax cuts for the rich and minimum wage 
make her unacceptable to us. 

We know that many Democrats have chosen to send her a message by not voting for her or against her 
on November 3rd because of her abandonment of the pzrty. They have chosen simply not to vote for 
either candidate in the race for Congress. 

..--+,- heseffceaer 4apt-k~- EUedhsche~ tllmP_hh.er h c k - n n a u r ~ . ~  a& _.__ _. - .__ . - 
that you remember to support our Democrat learn For the other offices on the ballot on Election day. 
Unfortunately, we have. been left no choice but to send Ellen Tauscher a message. Because she 
abandoned us, we are abandoning her. 

We could not support her opponent. And Ellen Tauscher will win re-election. But it is critical that she 
receive the message loud and clear. She must support our President .to enjoy our support. Not voting for 
her is the best way for her to receive this message. 

Thanks for remembering to support our other loyal Democrat candidates on the ballot on Tuesday. 
. .  

Sincerely, . .. 

. .  , , .  
. .  . . .  George Miller ' . 

East Bay Democratic Committee 

. .  
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ELECTION '98 
CONGRESS 
lOTH DISTRICT 

Tauscher 

E Letters, phone calls 
from fi-audulent'East Bay 
Democratic Committee' 
urge voters not to back her 

By Daniel Borenstein 

A sophisticated mail and phone 
campaign urging East Bay Democ- 
ratic voters not to support the reelec- 
tion today of Rep. Ellen Tauscher is 
phony. 

The letter that Democratic voters 
of the loth Congressional District re- 
ceived Monday from a group calling 
itself the "East Bay Democratic Com- 
mittee"'bore a fraudulent return ad- 
dress and canied the name George 
Miller at the end. . 

Rep. George Miller, D-Martinez, 
who represents the neighboring con- 
gressional district,& a strong sup- 
porter of Tauscher. He denounced 
the mailer. 

"It's outrageous. It also may be il- 
legal," he said. "It was clearly sent 
through the mail with the purpose 
of intent to defraud people. 

'Obviously it's designed to come 
at the last minute, it's designed to 
misuse my name and it's designed 
to mislead the voters in the loth Dis- 

TIMES POtmCAL EDITOR 

trict. It's the worst of the kind of ma- 
terial you see in the election cycle." 

Tauscher is embroiled in the Bay 
Area's'most closely watched con- 
gressional race..The district is the 
only one in the Bay Area with a Re- 

See FIJER, Back Page 
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publican plurality. Although a Times 
poll a month ago showed her lead- 
ing her Republican opponent, 
Charles Ball, by a 2-to-1 ratio, na- 
tional Republican politicians have 
come out to campaign on Ball's be- 
half. ' 

Tauscher said Ball must. have 
known about the mailer. She said she 
suspected it was sent by an inde- 
pendent conservative group on Ball's 
behalf. . . 

"I am deeply disappointed but not 
surprised that the Ball campaign arid 
their right-wing supportek €rom out- 
side the district would 'stoop to such 
dirty tricks," she s.a,id. "Their at- 
tempts to impersonate East Bay De- 
mocrats and suppress the Democra- 
tic vote is an insult to' all the voters 
of this district and,to.'. the electoral 
process.:..,, . . ' ' " .  

.Ball said, he knew nothing.about 
the mailer'.or .phone calls. "I don't 
t&inkjtls proper," he said, uBut..l don't 
Qj9,yJmow what effect it's going to 

: ,:His campaign manager, Adrian 
.Plesha, said the campaign had noth-, 
ing to'do'with the mailer. "It's not 
coming from this campaign," he said. 
"For her t.0 .accuse us of being in af- 
filiation i&h any outside group that 
would coordinate this type of attack 
is irresponsible and dangerous." 
. .. Democratic voters throughout the 
10th District - which includes the 
Livermore and San Ramon valleys, 
much of Central and East Contra 
Costa, and small parts of, West Con- 
tra Costa - reported receiving the 
mailers. On Monday afternoon, they 
also began receiving the phone calls 
with the same message. . 

..hiv." 

. .-, '. . 

. .  

"I got a phone call from some.one 
talking really fast and reminding me. 
to vote for all the Democratic peo- 
ple', but saying they won't be sup- 
porting Ellen Tauscher," said Patti 
Gates, an Antioch school teacher. "I 
said, 'Where are you ,calling from'?' 
She paused and then she said 'Michi- 
gan.' " Others who asked said they 
were told the calls were coming from 
Ottawa, Canada., 
. Gates said the caller refused to 
provide a phone number: When 
Gates attempted to ,*e .the automatic 
call-back feature on .her. phone, she . 
found the caller's number had been . 

blocked. 
' Jeanne Raggio of Danville said 
that, when'she received the call, she 
insisted on talking to a supervisor, 
who provid.ed her with a toll-free 
number of someone she was told 
hired the phone workers. 

The toll-free number connects'to 
an answering service for an em- 
ployee of a Silicon Valley software 
company. The employee did not re- 
.turn the Times' calls on Monday 
night.. . . 

. Daniel White, chairman of the' 
Contra Costa Democratic Central ' 

Committee, said he had never heard 
of the East Bay Democratic Com- 
mittee. The return address listed on 
the envelope of the mailer is "1960 
John E Kennedy Dr." in Antioch. The. 
street does not exist, said city plan- . 
ner Victor Carniglia. 

Federal law requires people 
spending more than $1,000 to advo- . 
cate a vote for or against a candidate 
to report the expenditure to the Fed- 
eral Elections Commission. A com- 
mission spokesperson could not be 
reached for , .  comment Monday 
evening; 

Miller said he will ask the U.S.. 
Justice Department, Postal Seryice 
and Federal Elections Commission 
to. investigate. 
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Phony letter angers 
10th District runners 

. .  

.' Fraudulent mailing 
assails Tauscher 
FROM STAFF REPORTS 

. .  A bogus letter from a non- 
. existent "East Bay' Democratic 

Committee" drew condemnation 
Monday from the camps of.Dem- 

'. ocratic.Rep; Ellen Tauscher and 
Republican Charles Ball.'on the 
eve of today's election. , 

. .  '. Claiming to. be from an or- 
ganization "representing all 
Democrats 'in the East Bay," the 
letter reads:' ' . ... many Demo- 

. .  crats have chosen to send (Dem- 

. , 

ocratic Rep. Ellen Tauscher) a 
message by not voting for her or ' , '  

against her on Nov. 3rd betause . .  . 

of her abandonment of the par- ' , 

ty. They have chosen simply not 
to vote for either candidate in ' ' I .  

the race for Congress." 
The ' letter. accuses . Tauscher 

of "voting with the. Republicans" 
on the impeachment inquiry 
and other issues. 

of staff, said she believed the . .. 

1etter.had been mailed to all reg- ' 

istered Democrats ,in ,the 10th 
Congressional. District. She said 

Please see Letter, NEWS4 

. .  

Katie Merrill, Tauscher's,chief . . . . .  

. .  

Letter: Reports of phone campaign 
Continued from NEWS-1 issued .a media advisory for a * 
Tauscher's office also had re- 
ceived numerous reports. of an 
anonymous "voter suppression" 
phone bank campaign in which 

. Democrats were being urged: 
"Don't vote for. Ellen Tauscher."' 

The source of the letter was 
unknowri. The letterhead' in- 
cluded a false address of 1960 
John F. Kennedy Dr., Antioch 
CA 94509. 

' Democratic Rep;. George 
Miller of Martinez condemned 
the letter, whlch carried the 
typewritten name ' "George Mil- 
ler" without a signature, as out- 
rageous ' y d  fraudulent.. He' also 

press conference .''regarding the . .  

.Republican effort to suppress , '  

. votes . " 
But Republican candidate 

Ball's press secretary Bob Hop- 
kins said the letter "smacks of a ,, 

' third party looking to generate a . '  

.headline." He insisted Ball had ' 

nothing' to. do with the letter's , 

origination or distribution. 
. "Absolutely not," Hopkins. 
said; 'I find the 1etter.reprehen- , " 

sible. It's a shame that this sort.. 

Merrffl estimated that .thi 
malling may have cost as much; 
as $125,000. . 

. .  
of stuff goes on." . .  

. .  
' I., ' 

. .  

I '  
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Dirty Trick 
Mailer Stirs 
Democrats 
Tauscher attacked in 
unique, costly way 

Forget the obvious winners 
and losers. The wildest twist in 
Tuesday.’s election was a last-min- 
Ute attack on Congresswoman El- 
len Tauscber -an assault so elabo- 
rate and audacious that even polit- 
ical veterans are stunned. 

And whilc.Tauscher won, state 
’ Deinocratickaders are going to 

push hard tofind who pulled the 
trigger. 

Why? Because the stakes,are 
huge. If outsiders can spend up- 
wafds.al. Qil.Iw).IwwI in a Iact-rninm+n 

I’MX I ’ 0 1 7  I . ’ . 

s 13CH 0 N : 
-’ 

A- . ”. 

Miller and the California Demo- I,OCA*I”IN: 17; 23 . . cratic Party already have struck 
back with a lawsuit against 
Tauscher’s Republican opponent, 
Charles Ball, and his campaign 

“directed;or are in a position to 
know the identity” of whoever 
“misled the voters, suppressed and 
diluted the vote of members of the 
Democratic Party. . . ” 

Ball and his campaign deny any 
role in,’or knowledgc of, what hap- 
pened. 

If nothing else, give the culprit 
credit for a unique approach. 

“Campaigns are fertile ground 
for dirty trick.s, but this takes the 
cake when it comes to.below the 
belt attacks,” says an incredulous 
Olivia Morgan, spokeswoman for 
the national Democratic Congres- 
sional Campaign Committee. “It’s 
just despicable behavi0.r.” 

Also shaking his head: Clint 
,Reilly, who spent n’early two de- 
cades in the trenches as one of Cal- 
ifornia’s best-known political con- 
sultants. 

“1’ve.never seen so’mething on 
that scale,” says Reilly, now mull- 
ing a run for mayor of San Francis- . : , 

and mailed, usingthe name of 

It’s unheard of.” ’ 

. 

committee. The charge: that they . .  

. .  

co. “To have somebody finance (an . . . . .  
attack) on that level, get it printed 

some incumbent congressman. . . 

. , , , .  . . . ... :. .. : .  ,.:.. 

. .  



. .  
. .  I .  . . .  

, .  

From: James L Miller Jr. To: Sec of State Fraud Div . 0 ’ , Date: 11/2/98 Time: 7:06:16 3 1  ’ , _  . 

. ‘  c) 
. .  . .  1 

. .  

, . Faxed at 7:OO PM on November 2,1998 ’ 

’ 

. .  

. .  

Fraud Division 
S e c r e t q  of State . . . 

Sacramento,, CA , .._ FAX 916-653-3214 . ’ . .  

I received the attached letter today in,which “George Miller” of the “East . 

vote for Eemocratic Congessional candidate Ellen Tauscher because she 
“abandoned” President Clint and the . .  Party by voting with Republicans for , 

the. Impeachment Inquiry. . , 

Bay Democratic Committee” recommends to fellow Democrats that.they not . .  
‘ 

’ 

I also received a similar telephone call this evening about 5:15 P M  from a 
 oman an who said she was calling for the “East Bay Democratic Committee.” 
She made the same statements and quickly hung up. I believe she was 
reading several sentences fiom the letter. 

George Miller is the’long-time Democratic Congressman from the East Ray 
and his name is known to all  Democrats. The letter does not say it is fiom 
the Congressman, but that is the assumption any reader would make given 
the context. The infercnce that the letter is from Congressman Miller is 
heightened by the plea that the recipient vote f a  all other Democmts and 
only refkin h m  voting for ’Tauscher. I am told that Congressmai Miller 
has repudiated the letter saying that he knows nothing about it 

There is not an actual signature on the letter. The signature block says 
“George Miller, East Bay Democratic Committee.” 

I also enclose a copy of the envelope. The postmark is October 31,1998 
fkom Oakland, CA. 

I am the only person whose fingerprints are on my copy of the letter (except 
for the person who sent it). I have placed it in a celophane cover and am 
tuming it over to the Ellen Tauscher headquarters in Walnut Creek. 

James L. Miller, Jr.. 1. . ” . .  
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TO FRAUD DIVISION 
SECRETARY OF STATE OFFICE 

FOR IMMEDIATE ATTENTION 
i 

:;~TTACHED is A COPY OF THE FRAUDULENT GEORGE MILLER LETTER ASKING OEMOCRATS NOT TO 

!$HAVE 5 A COPY OF THE LETTER WITH NO FINGERPRINTS ON IT EXCEPT MINE AND THE SENDER (SEE 

&OTE FOR DEMOCRAT ELLEN TAUSCHER. 
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’ ANY SPECIAL INFORMATlON/INSTilUCTlONS (&est time to call, other witnesses,’ etc.) , 
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TELEPHONE INCIDENT REPORT FORM 
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’ . ’  Mr.. Gregory 0.. Bedard ‘ 

, . . . : . I ’  . 
. .  

. .  November 9,1998 

S e c r e w  of State I .  

Election Fraud Investigative Unit 
1500 1 lth Street, 5th Floor 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

I would like to noti@ the Secretary of State’s o f k e  of a case of voter fraud that may have 
occurred in California’s 10th Congressional District, impacting on the election held on 
November 3,1998. 

Our household recently received a mailer from a group calling themselves the East Bay 
--I 

Democratic Committee, purporting to represent all Democrats in the East Bay of the San 
Francisco Bay Area. This letter was postmarked in Oakland on October 31, 1998 and 
was received the day before midterm elections were to be held. Printed on the front of the 
envelope was a message that read “URGENT! VOTING INFORMATION 
ENCLOSED! OPEN IMMEDIATELY!” The return address was listed as 1960 John F. 
Kennedy Dr., Antioch, CA 94509. 

The letter discussed how this committee would not support Representative Ellen 
Tauscher for reelection because of her stance on various issues. It then stated that 
because Tauscher was going to win reelection, loyal Democrats should not vote for her on 
election day to send her a message to change her voting record in Congress. The name 
printed on the bottom of the letter was “George Miller, East Bay Democratic 

-2 - 
‘”. : l.- 

.s 
i i d  

‘ 

, .  

Committee.” ‘ 

According to the Contra Costa Times and the San Francisco Chronicle, the group that 
sent out the mailers which called itself the East Bay Democratic Committee, does not 
exist.’ The city planner of Antioch has stated that no such street exists in that city by 
the name of John F. Kennedy Drive.’ Furthermore, this mailer purported to use 
Representative George Miller’s name to urge voters not to vote for Tauscher. George 
Miller is in fact a strong supporter of Ellen Tauscher, and has condemned the mailer as an 
attempt to mislead voters? This misrepresentation is the crux of the matter. 

There are 122,574 households in the 10th Congressional District with at least one 
registered Democrat, and niany of these households received such mailers from the Eagt 



. .  
' e  

. .  

. .  

Bay Democratic C~rnmittee.~ Some of those who received mailers were also called later 
the same evening and told not to vote for Tauscher by members of the group.' Our 
household was among those which received such a phone call. I t  is estimated that this 
fraudulent mailer scheme could have cost approximately $100,000 to conduct! 
Meanwhile, citizens in the 10th Congressional District continue to be outraged by the 
attempt to subvert the election.' 

Representative George Miller and the California Democratic Party have filed a lawsuit in 
the Superior Court of Alameda County against the Republican candidate who opposed 
Tauscher in the recent election, Charles Ball, as well as his campaign committee.* It is 
alleged that they may have information regarding the fraudulent voter guide campaigng 

Free, honest, and unobstructed elections are the hallmark of our democracy. I urge your 
office to take strong measures to find those responsible for trying to subvert our 
democratically held elections. If  voter fraud on such a scale is allowed to go unchallenged, 
future elections may be placed in jeopardy. Elections which hinge on the smallest of 
margins may be influenced by a similar abuse of our democracy. This is not just dirty 
politics. This is illegal. Voter fraud, mail fiaud, and campaign finance laws may have 
been violated. Again, I urge you to conduct a strong and directed investigation. 

I am confident that your ofice will do its utmost to ensure the integrity of California's 
electoral process. Please do not hesitate to contact me if I may be of further assistance. 
Thank you. 

. .  

. .  
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EAST BAY DEMOCRATIC COMMITTEE 
"Represeiitirrg crll Dentocrnts iit the East Bay" 

1960 John F. Kennedy Dr. 
Antioch. C - 4  9 - W 9  

. .  . .  

. : 
. .  

. . .  

IMP0,RTANT MESSAGE!, ' . .  

. .  . 

" .November lSt, 1998 

Dear fellow .Democrat. ' .. . .  

,Election day..is drawink near and it .is crucial that we support .the Democrittic team. The,'Republican 
party and. big business ,will stop at nothing to derail our positive agenda for working families. . 

Each year we provide you with the slate of our Deniocratic teain \i-e are supporting. This year we ' .  . .. . . .  

.have done the same for all .major candidates in'the East Bay u-ho lia\je been supportive of our'President. . .  . 

Bill Clinton, and the goal of our party includinz. .100.000 new teachers: a' Patients Bill of Rights and . 

protection of Soclal S.ecurity. ' 

. .  . .  . .  

. .  

However, as loyal Democrats. we find it  very troubling that Rep. Ellen . .  Taiischer . abandoned President 
.Clinton 'and the Party when she voted with the .Repu.blicans to launch an Impeachment Inquiry in the ' . 

personal life of a truly .great President who has accomplished so riiuch'for the Democratic' Party and 
. ' .. ' 

. .  . .  

working fami 1 i e s . . .  

It is with great regret that we will not be supporting the re-election of Rep. Ellen Tauscher because of 
her votes against the President and against our..Party. Her votin? w i t h  the Republicans 'On issues sucli as 

make her unacceptable to lis. 

, We know that many Deinocrats ha\*e chosen to send her a iiiessaFe by not voting for her or against- her 
on November'3rd because of her abandonment of the parti.. Tiicy haye chosen simply not to vote for 
either. candidate in the race for Congress. 

And while ive have chosen to not forbet hoi\:.Ellen Tauscher tum'ed her'back on our party we ask 
. 

that you remember to support our Deniocrat team for the other offices on the ballot ori.Election day. ' . 

Unfortun'ately, we have been left no choice but to send Ellen Tausclicr a message: Because she 

the impeachment inquiry. stealing from Social Security for tax c k f o r  the rich and minimiim. !\;age . ' . .  

. .  

. .  
. .  

. .  

. . .  
. .  abandoned us, we are.abandoning her. 

We could,not support her opponent. Am1 Ellei1 Xiiidier. \sill \ \ i i  re-election: Bi!t i t  i s  critical thiit she 

. .  
. .  . 

. .  

. receive' the messngc- loud and elm-. Slit. iiiust wppor t  o i i r  Prc4tlcrit to ciijoy (?y support. Not' w t i i y  lo r  
. .  . hcr is the best w a y  for  hcr. to receive this iiicss;igc. . 
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